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b. the proposed charity or society is likely 10
be used for unlawful ‘purposes or for
purposes prejudicial to public peace,

welfare or good order in Ethiopia;

c. the Agénciy does not have jurisdiction to
- register the applicant;

d. the application for registration does not
comply with the provisions of this law or
any regulations made hereunder,

e. it would be contrary to the national
interest for the charity or society to be
registered; or -

f. in the case of any proposed charity or
society which has such affiliation or
connection with any organization outside
Ethiopia as is considered by the Agency to

be contrary to the national or the public

interest.

8. Where the founders of the society are
foreign nationals.
h. Where the sector administrator decides

that a charity or society not to be,

registered.
Notwithstanding subarticle (1) of this article
(1) (2), the Minester and the Minister of the
concerned sector administrator may in
exceptional circumstances  allow foreign
nationals to form a society. A society which is

formed by Ethiopians and foreign nationals’

shall be governed by this subarticle.

The agency may refuse to register a charity or

society where one of the following reasons

occour: : :

a. it is satisfied that the proposed charity or
society is a branch of or is affiliated to or
connected with any charity or society
which has been dissoled under article 112
or under any previous law relating to
charity or societies or which hkas been
previously refused registration;

b. a dispute exists amonz the members of the
proposed charity or society as to the
persons who are to be officers or t+ hold or
to administer any property of the Charity or
society; or

-
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¢. Where the founding members or officers
are related by consanguinity or affinity and
such relation may in the opinion of the
Agency cause the use of the proposed
charity or society for personal gain.

d. it appears to it that the name under which
the proposed charity or society to be
registered has a denotation that is different
from its purposes and is misleading or
resembles the name of another charity or
society or is for any other reason likely to
mislead members of the public or other
charities and societies or is in the poinion
of the Agency undesirable, immoral or
illegal.

e. it appears to it that it is unlikely that, the
proposed charity or society will achieve its
purposes by virtue of its rules.
insufficiency of its funds or any other
reason. :

f. Where the
recommends that a charity or society not to
be registered;

sector administrator

4. Any person aggrieved by the decision of the

Agency under this article may within 30 days
from the date of the decision appeal to_the

Minister whose decision shall be final.

80. Immediate Registration

1. Those charities and societies that in the
poinion of the Agency are not complicated
and do not require thorough examination and
are unlikely to pose concerns 6f law peace

and security shall be registered immediately.

[Re]

. The Agency shall prepare standard rules for
charities or societies entitled for Immediate
Registration.

- Where it appears to the Agency that any
charity or society registered immediately
ought not 1o have been so registered by
reason that it is not entitled to immediate
registration:

(V9]
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a. the Agency shall recover from that
charity or society as a debt due to the
Government any difference in the
amount of the prescribed fee for the
purposes of registration; and

b. the charity or society shall be deemed to

* be registered under article 78 on the date
of its registration.
4. Nothing in sub article (3) shall prevent the

Agency from exercising any of its powers
under article 112 in respect of any society
or charity referred to in that sub article.

5. The Agency shall make comprehensive
directives and a schedule concerning
those charities and societies entitled to
automatic registration.

6. The agency shall strive to ensure that the

licensing, registration and regulation of
charities and societies ‘is as uniform as

possible in the federal and state level.

81. Foreign Charities

1.

1.

The nature of foreign charities shall be
determined by the laws under which they are

incorporated and  shall  assume fegal
personality under Ethiopian law upon

registration with the Agency. -

Except where expressly provided by this
proclamation, by other laws or regulation
promulgated to enforce this proclamation.
foreign charities shall possess and exercise
rights and duties analogous with charities
formed under this law.

. 82. Persons who shall not act as Officers

No person shall act as an officer of a charity
or society or a branch thereof if that person:

a. has been convicted of a crime that
involves fraud or other crimes that involve
dishonest acts;

b. has been convicted of any crime as a
result of which she has been deprived of
her civil rights and her civil rights have
not yet been restored:

(%)
(@S]
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by virtue of article 112 (5); or

d. has been judicially interdicted.
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(1) except those under 1 (d) shall be
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punishable with fine or simple imprisonment
or both.

83. Register of Charities and Societies

1.

The Agency shall keep a register of charities
and societies in which shall be entered such
particulars as it may from time to time
determine of any charities and societies
registered therein.

The register, including entries cancelled when
charities and societies are removed from the
register, shall be open to public inspection at .
all reasonable times, except in so far as
relevant laws and regulations provide
otherwise. Any person may upon showing
good cause and 'o‘n payment of the prescribed
fees inspect any document in the possession of
the Agency received from any charity or
society and be supplied with a copy of or
extract from any such document.

A copy of or extract from any such document
certified to be a true copy or extract under the
signature of the Director of the Agency and
seal of the Agency shall be admissible in
evidence in any proceedings. '

The register of charities and societies may be
prepared and kept i such manner as the
Agency may think fit, including in electronic
form.

84. Claims and Objections to Registration

l.

Any person who is or may be affected by the
registration of a charity or society may object
to its being registered or to ans entry in the
registrar,

34
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An appeal against any decision of the Agency
to enter or not to enter a charity or society in
the register of charities and societies. to put
conditions on such entry or to remove or not
to remove from the register, may be brought
to the Minister within 30 days by the charity

. or society or by any person whose objection or

application under sub article (1) has been
disallowed by the Agency. The decision of the
Minister shall be final.

If there is an appeal to the Minister against
any decision of the Agency to enter a charity
or society in the register, or not to remove a
charity or society from the register, then until
the Agency is satisfied whether its decision is
or is not to stand, the entry in the register shall
be maintained, but may be in suspenscrand
marked to indicate that it is in suspense; and
for the purposes of sub article (1) of this aticle
an-institution shall be deemed not to be on the
register during any period when - the entry
relating to it is in suspense under this sub
article.

Any question affecting the registration or
removal from the register of an institution
may;, notwithstanding. that it has been
determined by a decision on ai;;peal under sub
article (2) of this article, be considered afresh
by the Agency and shall not be concluded by
that decision, if it appears to the Agency that
there has been a change of circumstances or
that the decision is inconsistent with a later
ministerial decision, whether given on such an
appeal or not.

85. Branch of a Charity or a Society

1.

No charity or society may establish a branch
without the prior approval of the Agency.

The Agency may refuse to approve the
establishment of a branch of the a charity or
society if:
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a. the rules of the charity or society do not
provide for the establishment of a branch
of the charity or society; or

b. the powers of the branch of the charity or
society- are such as to make
independent charity or
adequately under the control of the charity
or society.

it an

society  not

Where a charity or society establishes a

branch without the prior approval of the
Agency the branch so established shall be
deemed to be an unlawful charity or society as
defined in article 90 of this proclamation.

Any person who is aggrieved by the decision
of the Agency under sub article (2) of this
article may within 30 days from the date of
the decisioh appeal to the Minister whose
decision shall be final. '

86. Change of Name, Place of Business or Rules

1.

No charity or society shall change its name.
place of business or amend its rules, without

the prior written approval of the Agency.

If a charity or society fails to comply with the
requirement of sub-article (1). the charity or
society and every officer of the charity or
society shall be liable to administrative
penalities to be.determined by regulations and
imposed by the Agency. |

Any person aggrieved by the refusal of the
Agency o approve the change ol namce o
place of business of a registered society or to
amend its rules may within 30 days from the

date of the decision appeal to the Minister

whose decision shall be final.
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or Rules

The Agency may give a direction requiring
the name of the charity or socnety to be
changed, within such period as is specified in
the direction, to such other name as the
officers may determine with the approv al of
the Agency. -

Sub article (1) shall apply to a chanty or’

society if:

a. its name is the same as. or is in the
opinion of the Agency too similar. at the
time when the registered name was

entered, to any other charity or society;

b. the name of the charity or society is in the
opinion of the Agency likely to mislead
the public as to the nature of the purposes

specified in its rules.

¢. - the name of the charity or society is in the
opinion of the Agency likely to zive the
impressioﬁ that the charity or society is
connected in some way with the
Government or any government orzan, or

with any other body of p’evrsons or any

individual. when it is not so connec:ad;

/

d. the name of the charity or society s in the
opinion of the Agency offensive,

Where the name of any charity or sc ciety is

the chzrity or

n 15

days after such change or such longe- period

changed under this article,
society shall notify the Agency. w =

as the Agency may, in its discretion, =. ow, of
the new name of the charity or societ. and of
the date on which the change occurred

A change of name by a charity or society
under this article shall not affect any - shts or

obligations of the charity or socicty: znd any

37
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legal proceedings that might have ~been
continued or commenced by or against it in its
former name may be continued or commenced
by or against it in its new name.

The Agency may, at any time, order any

charity or society to amend its rules, if the

Agency is of the opinion that the rules of the

society, if unchanged, would be contrary tc

national interest or prejudicial to the public
peace, welfare or good order of Ethiopia.

If a charity or society fails to comply with an\
notice given under this section, the charity or
society and every officer of that charity or
society shall be liable to administrative
measures to be determined by regulations anc
imposed by the Agency:

88. Use of Symbols
I. No charity or society shall use any flag.

emblem, badge or any other symbol withou:

the approval of the Agency.

The Agenéy shall consider the criteria for
registration in considering the approval of
such symbols mentionéd under sub-article (1)

Any person aggrieved by the refusal or
approval of the Agency to the use of such
symbols mentioned under sub-article (1) max
appeal within 30 days against that decision te
the Minister whose decision shall be final.

Where a charity or society uses such symbols

in contravention of sub article L the ehar
or society and its officers shall be liable to
administrative measures to be determined b

regulations and imposed by the Agency.
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89. Display of Certificate, Name and Symbbls .

1.

(OS]

Every charity or society shall keep its
certificate of registration in its head office and

a copy thereof in its branches in a place that is

visible to any visitor.

Where  a charity or society uses an
advertisement board it shall affix on such
board those particulars as are determined by
the directives of the Agency.

Whosoever fails to fulfill the requirements
under sub articles (1) and (2) of this article
shall be liable to administrative measures to
be determined by regulations and imposed by
the Agency.

<

90. Unlawful Charities and So'cieties

1.

(OS]

Any person or group of persons acting as a
charity or society while not being registered
within the time limit prescribed by this
Proclamation shall be deemed to have formed
and participated in an unlawful charity or

society.

Any person who participates  in  the
management of any uplawful charity or
society shall be punishable with a fine not
exceeding Birr 10,000.00 or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 3
years or both unless the criminal
prescribes greater penalty.

simple

code

Any person who is or acts as a member of an
unlawful charity or society, or attends a
meeting of an unlawful charity or socicty,
shall be punishable with a fine not exceeding
Birr 5,000 or to simple imprisonment for a
term not exceeding 2 years or to both unless

the criminal code prescribes greater penalis .
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4. Whosoever provides funds to an unlawful
charity or society whether as a donation or a
subscription or membership fee or in any

shall be

other punishable as an

way

accomplice.

91. Conducting Unlawful Assembly in Premises

Whosoever knowingly allows a meeting of an
unlawful charity or society, or of members of an
unlawful charity or society to be held in any
house, building or place belonging to or occupied
by her, or over which she has control, shall be
punishable to a fine not exceeding Birr 5,000.00
or to simple imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 2 years or to both unless the criminal
code prescribes greater penalty.

92. Procuring Subscription Or Aid For Unlawful

93.

Charity Or Society .
Any person who procures or attempts to procure

from any other person any subscription or aid for
the purposes of an unlawful charity or society
shall be punisAhable to a fine not exceeding Birr
5,000.00 or to simple imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 2 years or to both unless the criminal

code prescribes greater penalty.

Disseminating Information about Unlawful
Charity Or Society

Any person who prints, publishes. displays, sells
or exposes for sale, or transmits information
through the post or in any other electronic media.
i the inteiests of an unlawful charity or society
shall be punishable a fine not exceeding Birr 5,000
or to simple imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 2 years or to both unless the criminal
code prescribes greater penalty, and any book,
periodical, pamphlet, poster, newspaper, letter or
any other document or writing in respect of which
the person is convicted shall be confiscated.
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