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Prisoners of conscience on trial for treason:
opposition party leaders, human rights
defenders and journalists

1. Introduction
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2. Background

2.1 The May 2005 elections
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2.2 Killings of demonstrators and mass arrests
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2.3 Human rights defenders on trial
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2.4 Arrests of journalists

2 49: 5 " " "/ $ 2
2"" 2 2 5 4
" ? v $ -2 3
iC 2 " Gz 2 ) ; N 2 ; 7
6 " N 6 ;C 2 <3 H ; G
") $3 7 )) " S ) % 6
= ;C 2 $C 7 3 7<) -5 7 C 24

C ) SA T G 7 ; - GA
1) 7 ; G <4 G7 6 ") <

C 1~/

Al Index: AFR 25/013/2006 Amnesty International May 2006



8 ETHIOPIA: Treason trial

) ") )
7 49: 2 49: ) 5
7 25) ") /2 2 =
/ "*0-3 " C ")
/ (™)
2 ) 2 "
0 ) " 52 "
" ( " /
) / )
* 4+ 2 FF< / > " "
) C /)
FF C 5 )
2/ 5 /
2 ) "
" y 2 "/ 52 2
2 = 5)
2
cC : ) /)y /2 2 $
" * 422 ) 7 LD
A 1) 7 2 49: <2
) ! )
" 0 51 2C 2"" 2
FF& 5 + 7 " A 2"" 2
FFF 5 )y ™ o 3)
# 2 2 I &
) 1) 7 * 7 = 2 )
r & " 5HYA 1) 7 2 / &
) 5 ) % 5
2 ' F 1 + =) 2 52 )
F3) 52 2
2 1 2 7 / / 5:) A7
C 20 / /
1+3 ) :
<
6 2 49: ) 3/
27 ocs) J IV < oC
C (¢ "t ME " 8" 7 0 5
FF& 00 Q@ 3% 0§ 0F& 0 > %" D " )
4 * E 5 0 3 NG "( 03"K<H%
2 B 5 F50 * 0

Amnesty International May 2006 Al Index: AFR 25/013/2006



ETHIOPIA: Treason trial 9

= J1 ) / 2 2 /
Jt " ) §
) / J1! 2 # 2 9C%)
- "2) 5 - - "%/ 2 ) B - 5
) 0 5 " -
3 * E "3E G2 " "o
) 2 ) 2 ") 5
% : 9 $ = )
0 52 "/ "3E " 5 b
FF
2 2 " 3 = 6 RS "
9CY) - " W/ 22) 52 ) ; )/ G2
E #2 2 " 5) 2 "/
) ; "
C 25 " 2"" 52 6/ )
" o ¢
" s
2 " 0 /
) (
/
2% 425 =) =
2 ) / 5 ) 2/5 2
/ 4 4 : <*
4 0J ,* ; § <
o G- P <)
2" / "/ ,
(Il
3 - 5 7 / 5 0)
- b
2 ) ) 5 2
2 5 % ) 5 )y )
$ / /
0 # ac) 4 * E (A%<
/ - * 2 /
* G 2 ) 2 ) 7
52 ) ) 2
" " " - Lo
4*E 2 2 /
2 " " ) 2 "7 6 "
C F *  +2 222 F
# b5 F

Al Index: AFR 25/013/2006 Amnesty International May 2006



10 ETHIOPIA: Treason trial

c 7 3 4 / " 52 2 "
" 3 =6 : Y/ <2 "/ 4*E/ )
")
2.5 Other opposition supporters facing similar political charges
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2.6 The international response to the post-election crisis
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3. The trial, defendants and charges
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5. Amnesty International’s concerns about the
fairness of the trial
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5.2 Legal defence rights and “equality of arms”*
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6. Amnesty International’s recommendations
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Table 1: The Charges

constitutional powers

Charges Article of Penalty

(Numbered according to Criminal

the court charge-sheet) Code (2005)

1. Outrage against the 238 (1), (2) 3-25 years imprisonment, or “when the crime has

constitution entailed serious crises against public security or
life” life imprisonment or death

2. Obstruction of the exercise of 239 Up to 15 years imprisonment

3. Inciting, organizing or leading
armed rebellion

240 (2), 258*

Life imprisonment or death

4. Endangering the integrity of
the state

241

10-25 years or “in cases of exceptional gravity”
life imprisonment or death

5. Impairing the defensive power
of the state

247 (a), (¢), 258%

5-25 years or “in cases of exceptional gravity” life
imprisonment or death

6. High treason 248 (b), 258* 5-25 years imprisonment or “in cases of
exceptional gravity” life imprisonment or death

7. Genocide 269 (a) 5-25 years imprisonment or “in more serious
cases” life imprisonment or death

"o / 2 2"/ G

Table 2: Groups of defendants and charges against them

Defendants Charges (See Table 1 for description)

Numbered according to the 1 2 3 4* 5 6 T
court charge-sheet

1-39 CUD leaders X X X X X X K
40-69 Exiles X

70-90  Journalists X X X K
91-95  Civil society activists X

96-120 Other CUD officials X X X K
121-127 Other CUD members X X X K
128-131 CUD parties X X X X X X K
0 2 2 2) #

00 " - # D)

| [Embargoed for: 2 May]

| Public |
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